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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------~
~~W~L~TT~l?
101-1197 2 March 1989 Washington DC
TEXAS INDEPENDENCE f,om Hexico was officially declared on March 2, 1836, at
the very time when Texas soldiers (and their compatriots from other states)
were besieged in the AI....,. ~1exican troops under the leadership of General
Santa Ana were attempting to crush the new spirit of independence by the people
in the area we now call Texas who were fighting not against their brethern
in Mexico, but only to regain a constitutional form of government which had
been usurped by Santa Ana.
Santa Ana failed and on Apr i 1 21, 1836, he and his forces were de feated
in a decisive battle fought at San Jacinto. The Texas forces were led by General
Sam Houston who later became the first President of the Republic of Texas.
For nine years, we Texans enjoyed the status of an independent nation
with our own Congress and ambassadors to send abroad!
time in our state's history--but it was short lived.
This was a remarkable
Under pressure from
Washington, the Texas Congress voted in favor of annexation to the United States.
On December 29, lR4C). the U.S. Ccngres!: admitted Texas to tht:: Ullien.
We nonetheless remember with great pride the days ...,hen Texas was a nation
unto itself. Our roots are deep in the soil of independent behavior, the will
to correct the wrong and seek just ice. Those were the days, my friends. and
we remember them fondly this week as we celebrate the 153rd anniversary of
the independence of our grand state.
WE HAVE RETURNED FROM LAREDO where your Congressman was honored as Mr South
Te]Ul8 during the annual Washington Birthday Celebration. Last week in this
newsletter I wrote to South Texans about the great honor of receiving this
unique distinction and our stay in Laredo was spectacular. It was made all
the more memorable by visiting with so many long-time friends and civic leaders
from the area.
When I returned to Washington, r ....as doubly honored to discover that- our
u.S. House Committee on Agriculture had taken steps to approve a special
C.-ittee Re801ution, introduced by my good friend Rep Charles Stenholm. This
Resolution was unanimously approved by the Committee and I am deeply touched
that my Committee colleagues would take the time to do this. On the reverse
page I proudly reprint the Resolution, for all to see:
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 2061&------
KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS---...,..-----------_.
COMMITTEE RESOLUTION
To recognize E (Kika) de la Garza as "Mr. South Texas of 1989."
IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
February 22, 1989
Mr. Stenholm introduced the following Committee Resolution
COMMITTEE RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, due to his long-recognized lifetime interest in
promoting improved international relations with all parts of the
developing world--especially, U.S.-Mexican relations, and his
service on the U.S.-Mexico Interparliamentary Group, which
serves as the principal legislative consultative group between
the two countries;
WHEREAS, due to his keen leadership in the field of
agriculture, not only as Chairman of the House Committee on
Agriculture, but in promoting American agricultural interests
throughout the world;
WHEREAS, due to his able leadership and legislative skills
in crafting and passing into law important agricultural
legislation benefiting all sectors of the agricultural industry,
as well as consumers;
WHEREAS, due to his outstanding constituent service, not
only to those in the 15th Congressional District of Texas but to
all persons in need of a friend;
WHEREAS, due to his contributions and promotion of
increased educational opportunities for all Americans regardless
of financial or social status;
WHEREAS, due to his efforts to clean up the Rio Grande
River and his able negotiating skills in that endeavor, and his
work to protect the Texas Gulf Coast's fishing industry; and
WHEREAS, "Mr. South Texas Award" is one of the most
prestigious awards given in Texas, and has previously been
bestowed on such distinguished persons as former Texas Governor
John Connally, the late Bishop Mariano Garriga, U.S. Federal
District Court Judge Reyna1do Garza, and development pioneer Lon
C. Hill.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Committee on
Agriculture of the House of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress Assembled, That E (Kika) de la Garza is
hereby recognized as "Mr. South Texas of 1989", and the Committee
applauds and extends its congratulations on this high honor in
recognition of his distinguished service not only for his
congressional district, but for the entire State of Texas, and
the nation.
Approved this 22nd day of February, 1989.
'------U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTAnVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20&15-----"
